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THE EPA WAGES WAR ON COAL 

S teve Fiscor, Vice President of Mining Media and Editor-in-Chief of Coal Age, 

wrote the following editorial in the March issue of Coal Age regarding the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed regulations 

regarding coal-fired power plants. 

 

Steve’s editorial addresses many regulatory issues that are looming on the horizon 

for those involved in the mining industry. With Steve’s permission, we are reprinting 

his editorial in this issue of Portal To The Mining Industry. Please note Skelly and 

Loy’s comments at the conclusion of Mr. Fiscor’s article. 



Congress has 
initiated efforts to block 

the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) from regulating 

greenhouse gases and to motivate the 
agency to approve mine permits in a more 
timely fashion. Some of those efforts gained 
bipartisan support. The EPA, however, 
proposed even more stringent regulations for 
coal-fired power plants. Many in the coal 
industry see the proposed environmental 
rules and the agency’s attitude toward mine 
permits as a method for the Obama 
administration to either reduce the role of 
coal in U.S. energy mix or increase the cost to 
justify green initiatives. Some conservative 
politicians from the Appalachian region 
believe the situation to be much more dire. 
 
Senator James Inhofe (R-OK) joined Kentucky 
senators, Republican Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and Rand Pail, in sponsoring the 
Mine Jobs Protection Act. The bill, according 
to the National Mining Association (NMA), 
would set time limits by which the EPA must 
object to and/or modify coal permits under 
Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act, 
prevent the agency from vetoing existing 
permits, and clarify the Ultimate federal 
authority of the Army Corps of Engineers. In a 
recent Op-Ed piece, Sens. McConnell and Paul 
accused the EPA of “waging war on coal,” 
explaining that they are trying to prevent what 
happened in West Virginia from happening in 
Kentucky. 
 
Sens. McConnell and Inhofe also recently 
offered the Energy Tax Prevention Act (S. 482) 
as an amendment to another bill. It would 
block the EPA from regulating greenhouse gas 
emissions from large stationary sources. This 

amendment, as the NMA explained, would 
provide clarity to manufacturing industries 
and power companies reluctant to expand out 
of fear of higher costs from the EPA’s 
regulatory mandates and impractical 
compliance deadlines. The bill has gained 
bipartisan support and momentum. House 
leaders expect a floor vote by the 
congressional Easter Recess. 
 
The EPA proposed a national standard for 
mercury, arsenic and other toxic air pollution 
from power plants. The new standard would 
require many power plants to install pollution 
control technologies to cut emissions. 
Currently, more than half (56%) of all coal-
fired power plants already deploy pollution 
control technologies that allow them to meet 
these standards, according to the EPA. The 
NMA believes the utility standard could 
impose unnecessarily high costs on the 
American economy in lost jobs and in more 
expensive and less reliable electricity 
generation. “This rule, coming on top of 
additional rules now pending at the agency, 
could negate the positive contributions the 
coal-based utility sector has made to cleaner 
air and affordable and dependable electricity 
generation,” said Hal Quinn, President and 
CEO, NMA. 
 
EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson is on a 
mission. In a significant departure from the 
normally staid roll-out of proposed rules, 
according to the NMA, Jackson was joined by 
Charles Connor, president of the American 
Lung Association, a thoracic surgeon, a class 
of second-graders from a local elementary 
school, religious leaders, and others. Offering 
a strong condemnation of coal and citing the 
health of the children, Connor further warned 
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coal interests to refrain from challenging the 
proposal, as they have for the last 20 years. 
 
It is refreshing to see politicians try to take 
away power from an agency dead-set on 
advancing a misguided agenda. Without control 
of the Senate however, it will probably only lead 
to more gridlock until the 2012 election. The 
situation will get worse if Democrats retain 

power.  
 
Tragically, regions that have 
the resources and desperately need 
jobs will have to wait. The price of 
electricity, meanwhile, will only climb higher, 
prolonging the eventual recovery for the U.S. 
economy.  
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Since the distribution of the March 2011 issue 
of Coal Age, an amendment to the Clean Air 
Act, which was sponsored by Republican 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell and would 
block the EPA’s right to change greenhouse gas 
emission standards, was voted down by the 
Senate on April 6. Sixty votes in favor were 
needed; only 50 were received. The NMA feels 
that the 50 favorable votes demonstrate the 
concern of Senators and their constituents for 
the needless burden that the proposed 
regulations will impose on consumers and 
businesses across the country. 
 
The following day, April 7, the Energy Tax 
Prevention Act, which would block the EPA from 
regulating greenhouse gas emissions, with 
amendments sponsored by Representatives Ed 
Whitfield of Kentucky and Fred Upton of 
Michigan, was passed by the House of 
Representatives. The Mining Jobs Protection 
Act is currently under review by the 
Subcommittee on Water Resources and 
Environment. Specifics of this amendment 
include the provision that the EPA would have 
60 days to approve or veto mining permit 

applications. If the agency did not act within 
that time, the permit review would 
automatically move forward. 
 
The NMA and others in the mining industry feel 
that the continued support and fighting by 
various states’ Senators are significant steps to 
preserving jobs and the economic future of 
mining. Affordable energy has been and will 
continue to be the foundation of economic 
growth and prosperity in America. Coal is THE 
fuel source for power generation. 
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